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Members Present 
Jeffery White 
Stanley Friedman 
Wali Saleem – Alternate  
James Cox 
 

Members Not Present 
Mitchell St. Clair  

Steve Fuchs – Chairman 
 

Others Present 
Mike Dail, Community and Cultural Services Director 

Glen Moore, Planning Administrator 
Holli Tetterton, Administrative Support Specialist 

 
 

I. Opening of the meeting 

o Jeffery White made a motion for Wali Saleem to be Acting Chair for this meeting. Stanley 
Friedman seconded the motion. All members voted in favor of the motion and the motion 
passed.  

II. Invocation 

o Acting Chair Saleem led a moment of silence. 

III. Roll Call 

1. Staff took a silent roll call.  All members were present except for Mitchell St. Clair and Steve 
Fuchs. 

IV. Swearing in of New Board Member 

o New Board Member, James Cox,  recited the following Oath of Office: 

 “I, James Cox, do solemnly swear that I will support and maintain the Constitution 

and laws of the United States, and the Constitution and laws of North Carolina not 

inconsistent therewith, and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of my office as a 

member of the Board of Adjustment of the City of Washington, North Carolina, So 

Help Me God.” 

(North Carolina Constitution, Article VI, Section 7) 

V. Election of Officers 

o Jeffery White made a motion to continue the election of officers to the next meeting. 
Stanley Friedman seconded the motion. All members voted in favor of the motion and 
the motion passed.  

VI. Old Business 

o None 

VII. New Business 

1. A Variance request from Marcia Griffin to reduce the minimum lot size and building 
setback requirements for a lot on W. Main Street.  Parcel No: 5675-59-2726. 
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o Nan McClendon, representing Marcia Griffin, requested to continue this item until 
the next Board of Adjustment meeting.  

 Jeffery White made a motion to continue this item until the next Board of Adjustment 
meeting. Stanley Friedman seconded the motion. Members voted, 4 in favor and 0 
opposed. The motion passed and this item will be presented as Old Business at the 
next meeting.  

 Record of the vote. 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

--- --- Steve Fuchs – Chairman  

X  James Cox  

X  Stanley Friedman 2nd the Motion 

X  Jeffery White  Made the Motion 

--- --- Mitchell St. Clair   

X  Wali Saleem – Alternate  

--- --- Vacant Seat  

 

2. A Special Use Permit request from Mike Arnold to construct a mini-storage facility on US 
Hwy 17 N. Parcel Number: 5677-40-6981. 

o Staff swore in Michael Arnold and Brian O’Kane.  

o Mr. Arnold, I was born and raised here in Beaufort County. My dad grew up where I am 
trying to put this mini-storage. It is beside my aunt. I think it would be a good investment 
for the City. I think it would be a good opportunity for some of the locals with the other 
commercial property around the area. I looking at doing this in three phases.  

o  Mr. White, how many units will there be? Mr. Arnold, in the first three buildings there 
will be 66 10x20 units and 22 10x10 units.  

o Mr. White, how many will there be at the end? Mr. Arnold, it will be double that with 
possibly a climate controlled building.  

o Mr. White, this is right across from D S Swain Gas? Mr. Arnold, yes. 

o Mr. White, will you be able to go in there 24/7? Mr. Arnold, that is what I would like to 
do. I will need to talk to my aunt next door, but that is my plan.  

o Mr. O’Kane, I am the civil engineer for the project. Mike is the owner and developer. I 
wanted to make myself available if you have any technical questions.  

o Acting Chair Saleem asked if the Board had any more questions. There were none.  

o Acting Chair Saleem opened the Public Hearing. 

o There being no one that came forward, Acting Chair Saleem closed the Public Hearing.  

o Acting Chair Saleem asked Staff for the Findings of Fact. 

o Staff, the lot size is 2.45 acres. It is already zoned B2, but it does require a special use 

permit to be able to construct a mini storage facility. Adjoining property owner notices 

were mailed and a notice sign was place on the property on September 1, 2022. The 

public hearing advertisement date was September 3, 2022. The site is currently vacant 

farmland and is directly across US Hwy 17 N from D S Swain Gas Company. The site is 
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not in the 100 year flood plain. The site plan is still under review by the TRC. They are 

working out all the technical issues like stormwater and parking. In your packet are the 

general criteria and the specific criteria to approve the special use permit.  

o Acting Chair Saleem asked if the Board had any questions or comments. There were 

none.  

o Acting Chair Saleem asked for a motion.  

 Jeffery White made the motion, based upon the Findings of Fact that this request 
meets both the General Criteria for the issuance of a Special Use Permit as found in 
Section 40-114 and the specific criteria as found in Section 40-120(u) of the City of 
Washington Zoning Ordinance, I move that the Board grant the request for a Special 
Use Permit to construct a self-storage (mini-storage) facility on the property located 
on US Hwy 17 N, tax parcel # 5677-40-6981 based on the aforementioned findings of 
fact (a-l & 1-4). Stanley Friedman seconded the motion. Members voted, 4 in favor 
and 0 opposed. The motion passed.  

 Record of the vote. 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

--- --- Steve Fuchs – Chairman  

X  James Cox  

X  Stanley Friedman 2nd the Motion 

X  Jeffery White  Made the Motion 

--- --- Mitchell St. Clair   

X  Wali Saleem – Alternate  

--- --- Vacant Seat  

 

3. A Special Use Permit request from the City of Washington to construct a residential 
dwelling on a nonconforming lot of record on Van Norden Street.  Parcel No: 5676-80-
2727. 

o Staff swore in Diane Moore-Gray and Jonathan Russell 
o Ms. Moore-Gray, I have been living beside the lot at 608 Van Norden St for over 40 

years. When they tore the house down about 14 years ago, I have been keeping the 
lot up ever since then. I have the grass cut and the debris taken away from it. I have 
been asking for a long time if I could buy the property. It wasn’t for sell when I talk 
to John Rodman before he retired. I talked to Mr. Russell today and let him know 
that I would still like to buy the property. It’s right beside me. After they tore the 
house down I put out straw and grass seed and I’ve been having it maintained. I 
think I need to be the person to buy the property.  

o Mr. White, do you own this property? Ms. Moore-Gray, no, I own the property right 
beside it, but I would like to buy it. Mr. White, so you are talking against the building 
of the house? Ms. Moore-Gray, that’s right. I would love to buy the property myself.  

o Acting Chair Saleem asked if the applicant was there to speak.  

o Mr. Russell, City Manager, I am here on behalf of the City. I did speak with Ms. Gray 
earlier today. This is a vacant lot from a home that was demolished approximately 
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12 or 13 years ago. We are working with the Washington Housing Authority for the 
Washington initiative to support home ownership. We are looking at our current 
collection of lots that the City owns. This is a City owned property. I have spoken 
with Ms. Gray a couple of times. She has been maintaining the property. I don’t 
have any doubt that 12 or 13 years ago the previous Planning Director may have 
had some discussion about her using it as it was hers. No formal action has been 
taken at the point from Council to sell or bid or anything of that nature. If we head 
in that direction that is something that we would encourage Ms. Gray to bid on. It 
would have to go through an open bid process. Right now we are just requesting a 
Special Use Permit to allow a residential dwelling on a nonconforming lot. We are 
not seeking any relief from any of the setback requirements or anything of that 
nature. It is currently zoned R6S. It is a very small parcel. It is approximately 40x90. 
To meet the setback requirements would be a challenge. Again, we are 
systematically going through all of the City owned lots that may be buildable and 
making sure that we are getting everything in order to further investigate. It would 
have to be a tiny home situation there. We couldn’t build to the lot lines. Again, we 
are working with the Housing Authority to identify several properties throughout 
the City where we could potentially build. That is why the Special Use request is on 
the table this evening. A lot of the history we’ve been working through in the last 
couple of weeks, talking with Ms. Gray, this all came to light when she received 
notice, there may have been some type of prior arrangement. Again, no formal 
action was taken by Council. I don’t have any reason to believe that something like 
this didn’t happen. It is fairly common on FEMA properties, especially where we 
demolish a home and the neighboring property owner just takes over maintenance 
at that location. It may be prudent to withdraw at this time until we do some more 
investigation and work with Ms. Gray. We currently have no active plans to build.  
We are just compiling a list of lots that might be buildable. We don’t have a site 
plan. We would have to look at setbacks again. It would be a very small footprint 
within this location.  

o Mr. White, I looked at the lot and it looks so small. I can’t see putting up a residence 
there due to the size of the lot. I think the lot size is showing 0.8. I don’t know what 
type of parking you would have if you put a residential house there.  

o Mr. Russell, would it be possible to develop a potential site plan and bring that back 
to Board? We’re looking at numerous lots throughout the City and may come back 
at that time. That will allow us to do some more investigation with Ms. Gray and 
any of our minutes from 13 or 14 years ago when the property was demolished.  

o Acting Chair Saleem, Ms. Gray is interested in acquiring the lot and just leaving it as 
it is? Mr. Russell, yes, she may want to build a shed but no residential development. 
It’s 3,500 sqft and the requirement is 6,000. That’s way less than 80%. What you 
suggested just a minute ago might be the better option.  

o Mr. Russell, I’ll request to withdraw the request at this time and if we have a site 
plan or any future plans we will bring it back at that time.  

o Acting Chair Saleem, the lot size is so much under the requirement.  

  Stanley Friedman made a motion to accept the withdrawal. James Cox seconded the 
motion. Members voted, 4 in favor and 0 opposed. The motion passed.  
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 Record of the vote. 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

--- --- Steve Fuchs – Chairman  

X  James Cox 2nd the Motion 

X  Stanley Friedman Made the Motion 

X  Jeffery White   

--- --- Mitchell St. Clair   

X  Wali Saleem – Alternate  

--- --- Vacant Seat  

 
 

VIII. Other Business 

1. None  

 

IX. Approval of Minutes- June 16, 2022 

1. Correction to Minutes 
 
o Acting Chair Saleem asked if anyone had any corrections, additions, or deletions to the 

minutes of the meeting from June 16, 2022. There were none.  

o Acting Chair Saleem asked for a motion.  
 

 Jeffery White made a motion to approve the June 16, 2022 minutes.  James Cox 
seconded the motion. Members voted, 4 in favor and 0 opposed. The motion 
passed.  

 Record of the vote. 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

--- --- Steve Fuchs – Chairman  
X  James Cox 2nd the Motion 

X  Stanley Friedman  

X  Jeffery White  Made the Motion 

--- --- Mitchell St. Clair   

X  Wali Saleem – Alternate  

--- --- Vacant Seat  

 

X. Adjourn 

o There being no other business, Acting Chair Saleem asked for a motion to adjourn.  

 

 Stanley Friedman made a motion to adjourn. Jeffery White seconded the motion. 
Members voted, 4 in favor and 0 opposed. The motion passed.   

 Record of the vote. 
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 YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

--- --- Steve Fuchs – Chairman  

X  James Cox  

X  Stanley Friedman Made the Motion 

X  Jeffery White  2nd the Motion 

--- --- Mitchell St. Clair   

X  Wali Saleem – Alternate  

--- --- Vacant Seat  


